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Dark Cloud

I found Apolyton in August of 1999 when I was searching for Civ II sites. I immediately logged it in my favorites bar and then went off to look for more sites. I found the forums in March 2000, but did not post.

When I finally used the forums during the end of July 2000, I posted in AC-Fiction and met some colorful and interesting people, such as Googlie and Hydro, the main writers in The Spartan Chronicles, a major publication of Alpha Centauri Fiction. 

I proceeded to save all the Alpha Centauri fiction posts on my computer for later reading. Then I quickly wrote the first 5 chapters of "University Saga" on July 27. This story later spanned about 15-25 pages in Word and was as yet incomplete by July 30th, but since interest in the story had waned, I decided to quit writing it. 

By this time I had reached "Chieftan" level, for I had began to split my time between AC-Fiction and Civ III Ideas. In Civ III ideas I immediately got acquainted with a Dutch poster named Dr. Oogkloot who made some interesting Civ III idea posts. 

After that, I entered into some discussions with a 13 year old American named Christantine the Great. Christantine had some good ideas about revolutions and colonies, but I claimed that they were too complicated for Civ. Next I got into several debates with an Australian and a Canadian UltraSonix and Shadowstrike, who, I believe are my closest supporters in Civ III and other debates. We three formed a team in August and September, cranking out Civ III ideas a mile a minute. 

UltraSonix was the thread finder, if you wanted a thread, it was likely he could find it. Shadowstrike was the idea man, he came up with tons of good ideas. Among the other people I met in Civ III ideas were wernazuma from Graz, Austria and Youngsun, an avid Unit Workshop supporter from America. Finally, there was the joke man- phunny pharmer from La Jolla California, he created many amusing and interesting Civ topics in Civ III ideas. 

In those days we exchanged many ideas. However, my view of Apolyton widened in late August (11th), early September and as I acquired my "Warlord" level tag, I came up with a quick joke and became "Warlord of the Ring" after JRR Tolkien's "Lord of the Ring" book series. I also moved to Civ II general, Alpha Centauri general, Civ II strategy and Civ II Creation. 

I met there such colorful posters as kcbob and Oldman who always had a good joke ready for Civ. I also met an interesting fellow by the name of CornMaster, a Canadian living in Ft. Pierce Florida who created several good surveys for Civ playing. The Civ General forum was ruled by CornMaster and Dr. Oogkloot
at the time I was there, it was filled with their many funny and witty threads. 

On September 1, an interactive game was beginning to be discussed in AC-Fiction, this game would later become "The Chiron Chronicle", GMed by myself and [LordLMP]. Some of the most active players in the game were XWaste and Argonaut. Later the game grew and we gained a new active  player- Christantine the Great and some other dabblers. 

I first entered OT and posted in this thread "Harry Turtledove: Master of Alternate History?" on September 4 and discussed Harry Turtledove's literary works. It was from OT where I got the idea for Civ Survivor (read below) On September 5 I created a parody of Survivor in Civ II General and the winner of it, from over
28 Apolytoner Civ Fanatics who were locked in a room turned out to be Smash, who came all the way down from Vancouver Canada to receive his prize (of being a Civ III advisor 
Rand Al'Tor's absolutely funny post on "The Apolyton Family in the Sims" where he
placed The Brain, Ming, Provost Harrison, Mao, Imran Siddiqui, Empress, and Comrade Dan in the Sims game and watched what happened gave me the idea for Civ Survivor. 

I witnessed the leaving of The Brain on October 2nd, (I think his last post) and had one of my posts "Let's Clear Up Usernames!" Transferred from OT to 'Apolyton' by Ming. This got me started looking in the Apolyton section of the site. 

I was there on September 12 when "The Guild of Emperors" was first started by Provost Harrison, and then locked on September 14 for excessive spam by Ming. I was there when "The Guild of Emperors" was again posted on September 25 in the "Apolyton" section of the site and locked by MarkG. On the same subject, I was also instrumental in the reinstatement of "The Guild of Emperors" in late December. 

On September 17 I started "The Apolyton Army" with people listed by their 'Posts Per Day'. General Mao ruled this army with 24 posts per day under his belt. The Army was ended on October 29 after a month of posts and two topic threads. September was also the month where I became "Prince of Posts." 

In October, one of the funnier Apolyton Posters- Par4 coined the phrase Spamgate(TM). Which referred to the "Area 25 affair" in which many posters were banned for spamming in an unknown forum connected to Apolyton to increase their post counts. 

The List: 3 weeks disablement from posting, 50% post count reduction(pcr)
Dookie, Bulldog, Comrade Dan, Provost Harrison, The Call of Snapcase, OrangeSfwr, Andz83(also having the DL Diplodocus), Caesar the Great, Bill3000, Builder, Faboba, WarVoid, Kropotkin, Giant Squid, Iain Lindley, Black Dragon, Coug 3, Dalgetti, Mao, Monk, Ramo, Rural Ranger, SuperSneak 
In poster names: I was here when Dookie was first Dookie, then when Dookie was Nimrod, then when Dookie was Warning:, and finally when Dookie became Dookie. (Whew [image: image1.png]


) I was also here when Caesar the Great was but Caesar. I was here when Alexander the Great was Giant Squid. I have not been here long, but I have seen much. I have seen everyone get locked out of Apolyton for a day, and Mao achieve Deity status three times. Mao was a Deity, then he was reduced in Spamgate to a mere Emperor, then he came within 50 or so posts of Deity and a scripting error reduced him to a Settler. Soon he reached 23 posts, but then MarkG reinstated him as a Deity. (Whew [image: image2.png]


) 

And so I end my Apolyton reflection, I may add more (October-December), but most of the people around now know that history. However may I state for future Apolyton generations that the newbies who I believe will  eventually reach Apolyton Legend Status (no, not for dating, but for recognition) are the following: Diablo, Bro. of Mephisto, Aragorn, and Lefty Scaevola. Diablo posts in the Civ III idea forums, Aragorn is an OT frequenter and Lefty is an advocate for no post counts. 

In conclusion, Apolyton is a place made up of diverse people and diverse ideas from many places. Hopefully Apolyton will live a thousand years, perhaps it won't, but Apolyton will always live in my mind. So, currently the King Of Clouds- DarkCloud wishes all current and all future Apolytoners peace and good cheer in the New Year. 

Ming (The Loveable Moderator)- (2-15-99)
I started posting on the Greek site before the merger, so I really can't remember.
I will assume it was in the Civ Strategy section, since that was what I came to the site for, and I will assume it was long post, because I was always long winded on the subject of strategy 

[My name came] From the old Flash Gordon movie serials and comic strip... 
Ming the Merciless. The nasty bad guy [image: image3.png]



JohnT


How I got here...
I was looking up Civilization info and was lead to Apolyton by some search engine or other (probably Yahoo!). I downloaded some scenarios, read a lot of threads in the Civ2 boards for hints and ideas (OCC?!? Can people be that good? ), bookmarked the site, and promptly forgot about it for another month or so. 

Well, Civ and then Civ2 are the only games I have ever played with consistency. I have had my dalliances with other games, notably Railroad Tycoon 2 and Rollercoaster Tycoon, but the Civ series has never left my hard-drive. So it wasn't long before I was prowling around for more scenarios and I came back to Apolyton... and discovered the OT. 

It was a mad time in the OT, a time when the people clamored for Leadership. Grass roots efforts lead to the formation of political parties, including the Apolyton Unaffiliated Party (you might want to verify that name with Imran or some others around from that time) and others that I can't remember. Party and election threads abounded, a date was set for the voting, and I sat there reading this thinking everyone at this site had totally lost their minds! I mean, who could actually care enough about a meaningless election to set up virtual voting booths? 

Needless to say, I was hooked. There were plenty of other threads too, threads about politics, economics, and the other posters (especially MJ and Joe (remember him?)) 

To me, the Internet is really about other people, being able to meet and talk to individuals from around the globe. There is really no other reason why I log on, other than to read the news. I think that this is the true secret of Apolyton, the reason why Mark and Dan have succeeded where other Civ sites have failed. Their decision in making the boards one of the major features of the site allowed a community to form, one that would bring people back. 

How I lost my title
Because I didn't deserve it. Well, that is the short answer, but the honest one. I got the Librarian title back in March because I looked up a few Amazon.com links and wrote a few descriptions of books for the Apolyton Links and Products Directory. Unfortunately for my efforts, a key person in my company quit, leaving me to pick up the pieces of the total mess she made of her department. 60-hour weeks at the office coupled with travel to Denver, Detroit, Binghamton, and Nashville in a two-month period left me with little time to spare to work on the products and links directory. The work situation calmed down by August, but I never got back to work on the AL&PD. I was kind of surprised that the title remained, but I was too embarrassed about the situation to bring it up. Anyway, back in November somebody asked "Why is JohnT called a Librarian." Though I really don't know what happened, it is kind of obvious: MarkG read that, asked himself "Yeah! Why is he still called a Librarian?" and then promptly removed the title. 

But, in a thread entitled "Apolyton Firsts" (We sure do love to talk about ourselves, don't we?!? ) MarkG allowed as to that I wasn't the first to have his title removed... but I'm sure he was generous by not adding that I was (probably) the first to have it stripped from him for non-work. 

The top 10 events since I got here
In order as I remember them (except for #1). 

10. Black Saturday
9. The banning of Spink and YYYH
8. The changing of the smilies (we had no sunglasses smilie for a while, which caused AH no little consternation!)
7. EVC
6. Ming being made a moderator
5. The aforementioned elections
4. The picture contests/yearbook
3. The Area51 (?) fiasco
2. The 2000 presidential election. So many threads! 
1. The continued release of Civ and Civ-esque products, the reason for Apolyton in the first place. 

djugavashili- (December 1999)

Captain Nemo's Red Front scenario is what brought me here... that was the subject of my very first post, in the SLeague forum... is was of moderate length... I remember Mao was one of my first apolyfriends!

Lincoln- (July 2000)

I started here [in the OT] and this is my first post:

“The bold type clowns that you send over to Newsmax need the side of an overpass on which to scribble. Are your arguments that weak that you must resort to name calling and ridiculous interruptions of logical discussions. On the other hand, you do add some humor to the conversation. Not by your see-thru disguises but by the fact that you really believe that you actually do know everything. 

Come on over! But please have a little common decency. Plastering your foes with slander certainly does not further your cause, regardless of which side of the fence you are on. “

wernazuma- (August 2000)


I started in the Civ3 suggestions, in "The Communist Problem" in early August and it was a post of S. Kroeze dimensions 

Par4- (May 2000)


I think I remember yours orange you came right when I first looked at the boards. It was something like "Hi I'm orangeswfr and I love Civ2 and can't wait for Civ3!" 

I started in the Civ3 gen and mine was short and only got 1 reply 

"Hi I'm Par4" 

Murgatroyd- (February 2000)

I started on the 25th page of the Fourth Coffee Shop, after lurking for about 10 pages, with this post: 

	quote:
[image: image4.png]



Originally posted by Murgatroyd on 02-22-2000 10:06 AM
I'll have a large bucket of coffee, please. 


[image: image5.png]





For [the meaning of my username], do a Google search on my username and occupation. Click on any of the results.


Narck- (April 1999)


I started on the OT, in a debate about gun control I think. I attacked MWHC on the issue in my very first post

Tizzy- (August 2000)


My first post was about 3 months ago, and I think it was here in the OT. I can't remember the topic, but I know I mentioned my husband, cos I immediately got called a DL! I found this place because of a link on another board. Someone started a topic there asking if anyone played Civ, and I asked him for the link to here. [My username] was given to me by my sister, who decided a few years ago that I was incapable of doing anything without getting "in a tizzy" i.e. flustered. It's also a kind of variation on my middle name. 

Seneca- (June 2000)


I started here [In the OT], and immediately gained a reputation for sparkling originality with a thread called 'Hello, I'm new' I'd been looking for a new way to waste time at work, as my old haunt, the Championship Manager forum, was mainly full of idiot teenagers, and power-crazed mods with a penchant for closing threads and banning people just for the hell of it 

I'm banned from there now 

Where the name came from


Blame Thucydides... [philosopher quoted in SMAC] I don't know where he is now, but I saw his name and though 'Aha! A historically aware, classically-biased site!' Theben was also around, and I imagined him to be somehow enamored of the ancient city of Thebes (either Greece or Egypt). Caesar the Great, Alexander's Horse and Alexander the Great were also posting that day, so I felt bound to choose a Classical name. Cicero was taken, so Seneca was the next best thing. 

Now own up - Who took Cicero???? 

Alinestra Covelia- (February 2000)


I think I started after I posted a scenario question to the administrators, and they referred me to the lively message boards. So that makes my first posts probably roundabout a year ago, and on the Civ2 Creation thread.


I very quickly reproduced and spread like some fulsome cancer, spreading my cybermass into the AC threads. Relatively recently, in February of this year, I successfully began my first story (a spoof) in the Fiction thread, to general indifference. 

This juvenile piece of fiction can be found at: http://apolyton.net/forums/Forum14/HTML/000173.html? 

Following this triumphant exercise in utter mediocrity, I refused to sit on my hardies and instead returned after a four-month hiatus, to try writing something sensible and straight faced. My housemates occasionally see what it is that I've written and express utter disbelief that anybody would read such works. But then again, none of my housemates play Alpha Centauri, which may explain their lack of appreciation. (She said, covering her ass.) 

The serious fiction is here: http://apolyton.net/forums/Forum14/HTML/000223.html 

Otherwise, I managed to start a hundred-post topic about the Chairman, Communism, and China (the three Cs), which got as much vitriol as it did praise, and I also lurk unhealthily around Off Topic. 

Apolyton also served as my hiding place for a little while when my stuff got deleted from the Hard Drive, hence it was that many of my web pages were first showcased in discreet posts here (e.g. the Height Peeing Competition, Helium Pond's Tech Trees, etc). 

I'm trying to remember what life was like before I came to Apolyton. I think I must have been comatose or something. 

ghen- (August 1999)

I first started posting under the name Fast_Eddie in June of whatever year I made this name. I used to complain in the CTP section about bugs, but only for the first day because everyone (CD) had mods out to fix my problems. 
Apolyton is the first place I used the name Ghen, now it is my primary nickname. Typing it over and over again for the past year and whatever has etched it into my brain.

Also, my posts double the count to my left, from double logins, Fast_Eddie, and post count reductions. My that was a fun week.

Lazarus and the Gimp- (pre-august 2000, sometime in May?)

I called Joe an "imbecile", a "wanker" and a "twisted little inbreed, rotting in a trailer park". In the same post I'm fairly sure I leveled some fairly ripe comments at Michael Jeszenka as well, before denouncing the forum as a haven for Nazis and storming off in a huff, swearing never to come back.

Faboba- (2-15-99)
I started out in Civ 2 strategy by posting three times during a period of about 8 months. Then when call to power started I lurked around posting a line or 12 in the game engine forum when I left and went to the CTP offtopic. And then I couldn't be bothered moving anymore. 

My first post said some gibberish about defending cities. 

MLeonard (The other OT Moderator)- (August 1999)

I started in the OT and my first thread was "Your Favorite/Best Monty Python Sketch" I posted it twice because I spelled Python "Pythin" and since I had never used a UBB before I figured it would go away on its own, I contacted Ming and had him delete it though.

 
My Username is my first initial and last name, I probably would have chosen. For any of you who don't know my first name and are simply dying to know, it's Matt 

Evil Capitalist- (July 2000)

My first post would have bee in the SLeague section (the only other bit of Apolyton I visit that often). I can't remember what it was about. I was soon in the Civ3 section, where my first post was about exploration of the new world. After about 2 weeks I entered the OT, and suddenly realized where the huge post counts had come from. My first post here [In the OT] would have been the 'racist Hollywood' thread, of which I am now dreadfully ashamed


I came here in search of Scenarios, started posting in the Sleague forum, then stumbled across the OTF. Since then I have lost any semblance of a social life. However my ability to express myself in words has increased dramatically, and I have met a lot of knowledgeable, interesting people, so my friends can go and get knotted. 

The Mad Monk- (March 2000)

My very first post was in the Civ II community forum, after weeks of lurking. It was in the now legendary Mountain Cities thread, and went something like this:

	quote:
[image: image6.png]




Tell that to the Swiss... 

[image: image7.png]





This was my first post at any forum ever. 

The thread, by one Alexander's Horse, is located here: http://apolyton.net/forums/Forum1/HTML/001126.html?date=09:45 

...and may give newcomers some insight to his new ahem 'title'... [image: image8.png]



White Knight- (February 2000)

I am WhiteKnight and I came to Apolyton many moons ago for Civ2 information and mod packs. I decided to join the forum about a year ago, and have spent many hours since reading the boards.


My username is because of my chess playing days, and I thought it sounded pretty good 

Sprayber- (October 2000)


I am Sprayber. I am different things to different people. I came to Apolyton to indulge my SMAC habit. Now I have expanded to CIV and CTP. Of course OTF is good for relaxing after work. 
[My username is a] Shortened form of my last name. Well two letters anyway. I wanted to use Scipio but it wouldn't let me. [image: image9.png]



Phantom- (January 2000)


I came here because I wanted to improve my English 

Rogan Josh- (July 2000)


I am not here for Civ (heresy!) although I do play it. L&tG actually pointed me to this place (although I am sure he doesn't know who I am). When I saw some discussions I just had to comment since I am an opinionated bastard. Once you post you just have to keep checking to see if anyone responds (they never do ), so I am still here - vaguely at least.
[Story behind username] I'm a lamb curry (no really...!) 

Snapcase on Snapcase- (September 1999)


-I was once deprived, deprived of the internet, but always a great fan of the PC game; The most exciting prospect for me once was SMAC, Which I read about in PC FORMAT Magazine. When listing it they said the site, the site of firaxis that is, had a great forum; when I came upon the internet, and in nineteen ninety-eight I joined it. When that was closed I aimlessly wandered about, finding enjoyment elsewhere; Finally I came to rest upon Apolyton and I have not come back. Touché!
-Like the story of why I ended up at York University, the story of my user name takes several steps to explain.
My first user name on owo was one of those annoying newbie user names with lots of capitals in weird places (tOFfGI, short for The Open Forum for Gaming Ideas). After posting about 1300 times with this login (which is was more there than it is here), I decided to re-register as something more sensible. A trend at that moment was Literary Characters, so I chose Cornelius Murphy out of Robert Rankin's books. Everyone derided me for it, saying "Cornelius" sounded like a redneck, etc. etc. So I switched to another character from the same books, Hugo Rune. I was unhappy with this user name, though, as I didn't particularly like that character. 

So, when the opportunity came to change my user name on Apolyton (I had registered here as Hugo Rune, originally), I opted for a small character from the Discworld Novels by Terry Pratchett (He only occurs in about five or six lines in the entire series, and only as a secondary reference, once in a list of previous patricians in Guards, once as a commissioner for one of BS Johnson's works, and a few times in Feet of Clay as an example for keeping Vetinari in place; strangely enough people seem to remember him, because all references to him are funny), which I judged sufficiently obscure to be a user name. 

All my subsequent names have been variants of this name, The Call of Snapcase a Lovecraft reference, Like a Preserved Snapcase on Stage a Spinal Tap reference (A line (with "moose") from the interviews during the ending credits (this one with Derek Smalls) in case anyone was wondering), Snapcase's Temporary DL self-explanatory, and Snapcase on Snapcase a reference on all of those autobiographies with titles like "Scorcese on Scorcese".
-[How Snapcase ended up at York University]*sigh*
My father has essentially his entire working life worked at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Stockholm. Part of the job condition at the Ministry is that none of the higher-level employees stay at the same post for more than, maybe, five or seven years at a time. It is also almost a requirement that a significant number of positions held should be on embassies rather than at home. In 1971, my father left his post in New Delhi to move back to the ministry. In 1975, he met my mother, just when he was about to be transferred out again. My mother, who had been a refugee, did not want to leave the country, so my father managed to delay transfer until he finally got a position almost forced upon him in Budapest (my mother's home city), to which my Mother reluctantly agreed. I was born three months before we moved. 

After five years we moved back home, and my early schooling was all in Sweden. Again, we tried to delay a transfer out of the country because of my school, but in 1993 we were forced to chose a new position, and ended up in Tanzania. Here I went to the Swedish School in Dar es Salaam, but this only went up to 6th Grade, after which I had to switch to the International School. This had the structure of 8+2+2 (i.e. eight years of primary and junior high school, two years of IGCSE and two years of IB) rather than the Swedish system of 9+3. After the spell in Tanzania, we were supposed to move to another country, but we got no good positions at the time and had to move back to Sweden. As I had just finished the IGCSE, I had two options: either go to an IB school, or drop one year and go to a normal Swedish Gymnasium. I did not want to do the latter, and thus ended up in the IB system at Kungsholmens Gymnasium in Stockholm. 

The final piece of the puzzle concerns the fact that the IB diploma is highly valued in the US and UK, but not at all in Sweden. So I had both the opportunity to go abroad, and was forced to do so, and so I picked a university in the UK and came here. (The US is too expensive for my meager Student Loan.) Good enough for ya? 


Provost Harrison- (February 2000)


started coming to Civ sites because I have been a Civ/Civ2/SMAC player for many years. I eventually found myself posting at the alpha.owo posters about a year and a half ago, but then had a break in my 'internet career'. When I returned, alpha.owo has disappeared up it's own posterior so I came here. And here I am now. No real good reason, I just am. And I don't regret it!
[My username is] from the title of the leader of the university faction in SMAC (Provost Zakharov), a scientifically and research-based faction. It is apt as I like SMAC, I am a 'man of science' and they are my favourite faction. And the 'Harrison', well it is my surname of course I have held the title 'Provost Harrison' since the days of alpha.owo. Despite a brief change to 'AI', I will stick with my present title (some forums I use the handle 'Provost' just for brevity 

Richard Burns- (November 1999)


About a year and a half ago, I was looking for Civ 2 information on the web. I came across this site, with its vast reservoir of knowledge. After I had gotten a lot of strategy help, I happened to stumble across the Clash of Civilizations project, and have been working with that for about a year. Recently that project has slowed down, so I wandered over to the OTF to see what it was like. I got involved in a few discussions and I am now hooked. 

Titan.- (May 1999)


I have no idea why I'm here.
I went to owo about 1 year earlier to smac release and when owo closed I came here for two weeks before leaving the forums. I came back last week, I have no idea why.
[My username] comes from my nick at owo Titan with no dot. However here Titan was already taken. I opted for Titan. .
It comes from the ancient Greek Gods predecessors of the Olympians. The choice is also motivated by the Saturn (or Jupiter, I never remember ) moon, which is one of the astral body of the solar system where life is the most plausible.
Titan. 

Ramo- (October 1999)

I registered last October after first playing SMAC. I don't think I posted at all. After buying Civ 2 in April, I came back to this site, and found the Off Topic forum... And I got hooked 

Sirotnikov- (February 2000)


I came in search of good scenarios for Civ 2. Discovered Civ III section and stayed. Later discovered OT and got corrupted. 

Lefty Scaevola- (October 2000)


Barrett H Moursund born, raised, % gone senile in San Antonio, Texas Lawyer (best kind, retired) I spend time here because such forums well suit my intellect, limited sociability & short attention span, no obligation to listen, no obligation to speak, pop in and hang up exactly when you please, wide variety of people and topics, pop over to a specialized forum for special interests.


With increasing IT skills and subject knowledge I might switch some of this time expenditure to a Civ news group. 

DarkCloud- (July 2000)


Well what's the story behind your username... mine is the name of my dog 'Cloud' with a 'Dark' in front of it so as to make it sound more interesting... (It also is used in "The Odyssey" when Poseidon speaks to Zeus "Zeus- oh dark clouded one" 

Big Crunch- (September 2000)


My user name comes from the types of crisps I like.


Oh, and its also how I believe the Universe will end. [image: image10.png]



Dissident Aggressor- (February 2000)


[My name comes from an] obscure Judas priest song. my other name was derived from an obscure iron maiden song- but also from a polite old west stagecoach robber. Now my 2 months are up I may change it back to Black Bart. it is easier to type. I couldn't get the spelling right on my name 3 times this morning! 

UnGod- (July 2000)


[My user name comes from] Stabbing Westward's first album 

Caesar the Great- (April 1999)


Mine comes from Caesar, the greatest man to ever live. And Caesar since his time, has been considered the greatest title a man could have. From the Caesar's of Rome, czars of Russia to the Kaisers of Germany… well "the Great" part of my name came from Alexander the Greats name... and no one ever calls Caesar "Caesar the Great" and if anyone, he deserves this title, although his name is already infamous... I guess I wanted to improve upon it 

Darth Veda- (2-15-99)


It [the origin of my username] involves a History class, my best friend, the Hindu Veda and a poor joke 
"I AM DARTH VEDA!" 

I thought it was catchy... 

MacUser- (July 1999)


[My Username] is in remembrance of a favorite magazine that died: MacUser. Well, that and the obvious! 

suas333- (February 2000)


Show Up At Shea was the New York Mets team motto a few years ago, so I took the first letters [for my name]. 3 is just my favorite number. 

Dr Strangelove- (February 2000)


[My username is] A must see movie starring Peter Sellers. Originally I eschewed user names, preferring to use my own. But I started frequenting forums where flame wars were too frequent, so I decided a little anonymity would be a useful thing. 

Stefu- (2-15-99)


[My username] is short of my second name, Stefanus, and I got that second name when I was still waiting to be born and my brother and sister were checking the calendar and it wasn’t sure yet whether I’d be boy or girl and the two said "We don’t care whether it’s boy or girl, we’ll call it Stefu!" 

phoenixcager- (September 2000)


There's no story behind my username. It's one of those things that just popped into existence some 12/13 years ago. [image: image11.png]



MikeH- (May 1999)


My name's Mike Hunt, this [the username] is a contraction of that. 

bondetamp- (November 1999)


I am bondetamp. Bondetamp is I.
Now bow before me. 

Bondetamp is an old, patronizing term used for farmer, used in Danish and Norwegian language. Describing the simple, toiling soul. It was used by Holberg, and probably earlier as well. 

Needless to say, I grew up on a farm. 

The name came to me as I, a few years back, wringed my brain for a good username for my first e-mail address on Yahoo. For some reason I found usernames like spawnofsatan95874 and angelofdeath8963 somewhat uninspiring (a friend of mine was actually baffled when he saw that someone had already nicked the address 'darkangel@hotmail.com' ) so I figured a Norwegian name would do the trick. I also figured that it went rather nicely with the server name -Yahoo. 

If you feel better with a more international title, I point to my sig. 

Rand Al'Tor- (?)


A character from Robert Jordan's "Wheel of Time" Series (badly misspelled [Rand Al'Thor] is the correct spelling [image: image12.png]


) 

Lews Therin- (?)


A character from Robert Jordan's "Wheel of Time" Series 

Usually Insane- (March 1999)


[Story behind username] (Milop) well... the beginning comes from a game called battle Isle, and is short for Military Operator. the rest is internationaled from Offerlamm, which I called myself when I was being thoroughly trashed in a game of quake/duke nukem? don't remember really X_X 

MOBIUS- (December 1999)


[Story behind username] An old arcade gaming handle... 
The MOBIUS strip is the symbol for 'infinity'. To me, by extension, that represents the Universe... 

I am the Universe! 

Also I pride myself in being able to understand both sides of an argument - I believe that the unique attributes of the Mobius Strip represents this perfectly! 

My name is in capitals as it affirms my individuality by distinguishing me from the lower cased masses... 

DarkCloud: So you can see, Apolyton is made up of many people to whom Apolyton means many things. 

Apolyton Jokes and Coined Phrases


A Glossary of Apolyton (56)
ACS (n.) - Apolyton Civilization Site 

Apolyton Troll (n.) - Alexander's Horse's title for a time, given to him by MarkG and DanQ as a 'Fun Punishment' for _______ 

Apolytown (n.) - A series of storefronts that were opened back in January of 2000. The word "Apolytown" was coined by the founder, Jasonian. Before the stores were shut down by a ruthless regime, you could visit Jasonians's Apolyton Stock Exchange, JohnT's the Apolyton Bookstore and Cafe, Iain Lindley's Apolyton Bar, and other fine, profitable establishments. 

AoE Heaven (n.) - Age of Empires Heaven (The Gamestats-Affiliate forum spammed by YYYH and Spink) See Permabanned, YYYH and Spink 

Area-25 (n.) - The forum where Spamgate occurred 

Audenitor Independent Nation (n.) - A spin-off of Apolyton created by ____ and ___. It was supposed to be a nation built, run, and serviced by former Apolytoners. 

Banned (v.) - To be prohibited from posting on Apolyton 

Banning Rod (n.) - Used by Ming to banish evil posters to Mingapulco 

Black Sunday (n.) - A horrible affair that caused many to be banned for posting in a thread which a moderator had distinctly said "Do not post in" 

Bug (n.) - Annoying and unwanted feature in UBB code that manifests itself as particularly spammy and content-free poster. Known examples: History049, ProvostB. 

Bump (v.) - posting to a thread without real comment with the purpose of moving the thread to the top of the forum. (Bumped, Bumping) 

Bump (n.) - the post where a thread is bumped. See bump (v.) 

CD (n.) - Shortened name of Comrade Dan, an Apolyton Poster 

Christmas Smileys (n.) - Smileys that have cute Christmas caps on! 

Civ (n.) - 1.) Civilization the Game by Sid Meier
2.) A civilization (i.e. Romans, Babylonians) 

Civ II (n.) - Civilization II the Game by Sid Meier 

Coffee Shop (n.) - One of few legal spam threads. Owned by the poster "Mao". A discussion thread. 

Deity (n.) 1.) A poster who has reached 10,000 posts
2.) Sid Meier 

Demesos (n.) - Form of government created by Bill3000 

DL (v.) - Dual-Login (a second login that someone uses in addition to his first) 

DL (n.) - Dead Login (a login which is no longer used) 

Eternalism (n.) - Form of government created by Eternal 

Eurobait (v.) - to speak pro-USA for the purpose of antagonizing Europeans and drawing them into rabidly anti-US arguments. A more specific form of Trolling. 

Fascesos (n.) - Entertaining variation of Demesos created by Imran Siddiqui and various other people tired of aforementioned infantile government. As opposed to Demesos, in Fascesos everything except racism was forbidden. 

Flame (v.) - Often used as "To Flame" See Flame War 

Flame War (n.) - A war of words when people hurl insults at each other 

Gigatroll (n.) - Alexander's Horse's upgraded title after he _________ 

Google (n.) - Internet search engine used by various Apolytoners including Murgatroyd and DarkCloud 

Graemlin (n.) - The proper name for a 'Smiley', however, no one uses this phrase 

Green Army (n.) - ? 

Handle (n.) - see user name 

HARDMAN (n.) - A depraved Spam Entity spawned by ACOL who constantly insults people with lewd phrases 

Invasion (v.) - A group of Apolytoner's going to another forum and raising hell. The following forums have been invaded: Age of Kings, Newsmax, and the Chinese Military Forums. Warning: Do this at your own risk and do not mention Apolyton! Two gentlemen have been banned forever from Apolyton for invading, never to be seen again. (See YYYH, Spink) 

L&TG (n.) - Apolyton Poster known as Lazarus and the Gimp (has a checkered history with his profile being deleted thrice and was involved in many flame wars with various people) 

Legend (n.) - A person who has met and dated someone s/he met at Apolyton. 

Login Change (n.) - 1.)Something done by the moderators that allow a user to have a new Username on Apolyton. also known as a Name Change
2.)Something done by an excessively stupid poster ( [image: image13.png]


i.e. Snapcase on Snapcase) who attempts to change his name to an extremely long name "Like a Preserved Snapcase on Stage" from "The Call of Snapcase" and ends up destroying his profile and having to reregister as "Snapcase's Temporary DL" and eventually getting a legal login change to "Snapcase on Snapcase" 

LOL (v.) - To laugh out loud 

MBT (n.) - Main Battle Tank. In the minds of those who didn't understand what was so enthralling in MBT thread, it became Most Boring Thread 

Mingapulco (n.) - Phrase coined by Dominikos relating to the island where all the bad spammer Apolytoners go when sent by the good moderator. 

MlingkosQ (n.) - The entity (entities?) who control and moderate the Apolyton forums. (Before MLeonard's moderatiorship- BML) 

MingleonardkosQ (n.) - The entities whom control and moderate the Apolyton forums, created by EVC (After MLeonard's moderatorship) but it didn’t stick 

The Mod Asylum (n.) - A depraved, somewhat inactive website created by the depraved, somewhat inactive Dracon. Its modus operandi was to be a spawning ground for Frivolity and Spam. http://modasylum.cjb.net 

MWHC (n.) - Acronym standing for "My Wife Hates CIV", a poster on Apolyton 

Name Change (n.) - 1.)Done by Apolytoners to escape recognition or used when they are tired of their old usernames. also known as a Login Change
2.)Someone who does this once is likely to do this multiple times; as in the example of Alexander the Great who went from Giant Squid-->Celestion the god-->Giant Squid-->Alexander the Great 

Newsmax (n.) - An American right-wing forum that is generally made fun of by Leftist, European Apolytoners. Newsmax has grown as byproduct of certain hypocritical almost journalistic right-wing-biased Net magazine. Place where Apolytoners of liberal persuasion go to have fun. Also original home of few of Apolyton´s conservative posters. 

OT (n.) - Off-Topic (the off-topic part of the site) See OTF 

OTF (n.) - Off-Topic Forums see OT 

.owo (n.) - ? (Official Firaxis forums for SMAC?) 

Permabanned (n.) - To be banned for life from Apolyton. This has only happened to three people before for spamming a Gamestats Affiliate site in early 2000. See YYYH and Spink 

PROT (n.) - People's Republic of Off-Topic, a political organization started by Alexander’s Horse which included Bcr3. 

PH (n.) - Provost Harrison (Apolyton poster/spammer) 

Roland Stenish (adj.) - A clarion call to all who enjoy finance, a "Roland Stenish" thread is filled with macro and micro economic wisdom. Or bull****, depending upon your point of view. 

SMAC (n.) - Sid Meier's Alpha Centauri 

SMAX (n.) - Sid Meier's Alien Crossfire 

Smiley (n.) - [image: image14.png]
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, etc. The little Smile face creatures used on the bulletin board to express feelings See Graemlin 

Spam (n.) - Useless one-word posts that add nothing to the conversation but the authors reeking presence. Like the meat by-product for which it is named, spam is shunned by all higher forms of life. 

Spam (v.) - 1.)To fill the forum with meaningless posts. Perhaps the best example of this was when ProvostB filled post after post with the same message: "I agree."
2.)Another example would be Provost Harrison's 4 consecutive grinning smilie posts [image: image19.png]


in a thread. (Gotta love those Provosts [image: image20.png]


) 

Spamgate (n.) - The horrific affair that resulted in the banning of many people for spamming in a hidden Apolyton forum and posting pornography see Area-25 

Spammer (n.) - One who spams see spam (n.) and spam (v.) 

Spink (n.) - Stewart Spink (One of only two individuals banned from Apolyton See YYYH) 

Stripped Title (n.) - This has only happened once in the history of Apolyton to a moderator (JohnT the Apolyton Librarian was stripped of his title in November 2000 [image: image21.png]


) 

Suriname (n.) - Apolyton's most famous story thread, started by MrTemba (Phoenix). Started on Earth and gradually moved to the stars. 

Threadjacking (n.) - Stealing another’s thread by posting posts that talk about different things than the subject of the thread 

Trolling (v.) - To draw irked responses from anybody about anything. To a troll, the discussion isn't the thing, it is the passion behind it upon which s/he feeds. 

Title (n.) - 1.)The highest glory (or non-glory) bestowed upon us mortal posters. Titles range from the pragmatic (OT Moderator) to earned (Legend) to deadly accurate (Apolyton Whiner, Apolyton Daffy Duck.)
2.)The levels of posters that inhabit Apolyton; (Settler- 0 posts, Chieftan- 30 posts, Warlord- 150 posts, Prince- 300 posts, King- 1000 posts, Emperor- 3000 posts, Deity- 10000 posts) 

Username (n.) - Assumed name used by real people to log on to Apolyton (examples: Imran Siddiqui, Shadowstrike, Builder) 

YYYH (n.) - Yo_Yo_Yo_Hey (One of only two individuals banned from Apolyton See Spink)
