WARNING ORDER

SITUATION:

ENEMY: Over last 24 hours, sqd-sized units of MRA have been conducting ambush patrols, including two attacks on relief convoys, IVO TA16 area. They are armed with a mix of US and Soviet small arms and wear woodland utilities. They have limited night vision capability and 82mm mortars. En mortar positions are unknown. Assume entire AO is within range. 
FRIENDLY: 2nd Sqd/3rd Sqd interdicting MRA forces IOT prevent EN from interfering with humanitarian ops. CAAT mounted patrols @ MCB-1, Rts 646, 619, 618, and Hangman Tree Rd. Co CP IVO TH 872 753. R 5/10 GS of Bn IVO LZ Thrush TH 872 753. 81mm Mortars GS Bn IVO TH 872 753 POF B, A, C, W. 60mm Mortars GS Co IVO TH 872 753 POF 4th, 6th, 2nd Plt.
MISSION: NET 0930 NLT 1130, conduct a heliborne insert into LZ Peregrine and interdict MRA forces along Rt 618, 619, and Hangman Tree Rd IOT prevent En from interfering with humanitarian ops. Extract NLT 1500 out of LZ Harrier.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

1. APL is 2nd in command and in charge during my absence. APL will conduct Initial Inspections. 

2. Navigator, build and complete terrain model NLT 0645.

3. Point, know route and terrain. Provide advanced warning of En positions. Assist Navigator with terrain model.
Orientation
Our AO is bounded by MCB-1 to the S, Route 646 to the N (off model), Hangman Tree Rd to the W, and 619 to the E. Co CP IVO TH 872 753. Rt 618 runs through AO. We will be inserted at LZ Peregrine (TH 856 747).
Quantico-like terrain broken with numerous fingers and draws. There are two main creeks: South Fork and Quantico Creek. Many danger areas with clearings, LZ’s, trails, creeks, and Rt 618 in AO. 
Thick vegetation; visibility 50-100m. Off road traffic is no go for vehicles.
Expect En activity.

Weather: 86/64; 2027 sunset; 2134 moonrise; 95% illumination  
I. Situation
a. Enemy Forces


1. Composition, Disposition, & Strength. Within the last 24 hours, sqd-sized units of MRA have been conducting ambush patrols, including two attacks on relief convoys, IVO TA16 area. They are armed with a mix of US and Soviet small arms and wear woodland utilities. They have limited night vision capability and 82mm mortars. En mortar positions are unknown. Assume entire AO is within range. 

2. Capabilities and Limitations. 

Defend: MRA forces are continuously mobile, not capable of defending unless they mass to plt strength. Because of their unfamiliarity with the AO, they will not have established defensive positions.
Reinforce: MRA strength in the AO amounts to a plt (+) to co (-) sized element distributed into several sqds patrolling the AO. If the enemy can establish communications quickly with fellow sqds, they will be reinforced or could reinforce other sqds.

Attack: MRA forces could conduct a deliberate attack if they mass to plt strength. 
Withdraw: MRA forces can withdraw if given a clear avenue of egress and outnumbered.
Delay: MRA forces can delay us with their sqd-sized patrols conducting hasty and deliberate ambushes.


3. EMLCOA. 


En mission is to conduct recon, establish safe havens, ingress/egress routes, and gather intel on our AO. They are currently engaging in sqd-sized patrols with possible deliberate ambush sites along danger areas.

Likely En positions on Rt 618, at CP21 (trail overlooking creek), CP10 (high ground overlooking clearing), and CP9 (hill between 619, LZ Crow, and Quantico Creek). These positions are likely En LP/OP’s observing respective avenues of approach/danger areas. 

On contact with equal or superior force, En is expected to delay then withdraw along most expedient egress route. If contact with smaller or disadvantaged force, En will remain engaged until they have reason to believe IDF assets are coming to bear on them. They will then withdraw via most expedient egress route.   

b. Friendly Forces


1. Higher. NLT 1130, 4th Plt conducts sqd-sized patrolling operations through TA16 Centralian Border Area; interdict MRA/CRF forces IOT prevent them from conducting insurgency operations and deny them the ability to ambush NGO convoys. 


2. Adjacent.


- 2nd Plt occupies blocking position IVO LZ Woodpecker TH 856 737 (to our S) IOT prevent the MRA from infiltrating through TA-16 and massing combat power. BPT conduct security and recon patrols to the N.


- 6th Plt occupies blocking position IVO LZ Woodpecker TH 856 737 (to our S) IOT prevent the MRA from infiltrating through TA-16 and massing combat power.


- Combined Anti-Armor Team (CAAT) conducts mounted patrols and logistical security escort throughout the Bn AO.


- 2nd Sqd will be, NLT 1130, conducting a heliborne insert into LZ Peacock (to our N) and interdicting MRA forces along RT 618, 619, and Hangman Tree Rd IOT prevent En from interfering with humanitarian operations.

- 3rd Sqd will be, NLT 1130, conducting a heliborne insert into LZ Finch (to our N) and interdicting MRA forces along RT 618, 619, and Hangman Tree Rd IOT prevent En from interfering with humanitarian operations. 


3. Supporting.


- R 5/10 GS of Bn IVO LZ Thrush TH 890 642 POF A, B, C, W


- 81mm mortars GS Bn will be established IVO 18S TH 872 753 NLT 0900 POF B, A, C, W


- 60mm mortars GS Co IVO 18S TH 872 753 NLT 0900 POF 4th, 6th, 2nd Plt

II. Mission. NET 0930 NLT 1130, conduct a heliborne insert into LZ Peregrine and interdict MRA forces along RT 618, 619, and Hangman Tree Rd IOT prevent En from interfering with humanitarian operations. Extract NLT 1500 out of LZ Harrier.

III. Execution.

a. Commander’s Intent.


1. Purpose. To prevent En from conducting insurgency ops and deny them the ability to ambush NGO convoys.


2. Method. 

En key strength is distributed ops and ability to blend with the local populace allowing him stealth and maneuverability throughout AO.


En key weakness is that he has just recently entered the AO and has not established safe havens, bases of ops, or pre-established ingress/egress routes which our enemy relies on to operate.

We will exploit our En’s weakness by deploying an aggressive patrol throughout AO, interdicting En forces at likely avenues of approach, ambush sites, and LP/OP’s, depriving them of the time needed to establish a base of ops and forcing them to cease their ops. We will engage En from advantageous terrain and use combined arms, including IDF, to neutralize En ops. 

3. Endstate. En prevented from conducting further ambushes of relief convoys or coalition forces in the AO and insurgency efforts are neutralized. Sqd extracted NLT 0000 from AO.

b. Concept of Operations.


1. SOM.


Our Sqd will conduct a day patrol. Our formation will be organized with Security, Support, and Assault Units. Our primary route is depicted on the terrain model in red. Our alternate route in yellow. 

Since we are new to the AO, the primary route is the simplest, most direct route to our checkpoints to mitigate the possibility of getting lost. Conduct of primary is as follows:

We will depart from AA (LZ Peregrine TH 865 747). We will move NE (73 magnetic) to CP21 (TH 8740 7560), 2000m away. We will cross the following danger areas and their distance from AA:

150m: trail

600m: Quantico Creek (TH 8615 7500)

1100m: Rt 618 (TH 8665 7520)

100m before reaching CP21, we will short halt before continuing. If necessary, I will conduct a leader’s recon with the pointman and Sec leader. Upon reaching CP21, we will take a long halt. CP21 is high ground overlooking a trail to the immediate E and South Fork Creek to the N and E. Likely En LP/OP. If we make contact with En at site, BPT withdraw and I will call FSP target (AF1016) on CP21. BPT take follow-on action.
The second leg will take us SE (161 magnetic) 750m to CP10 (TH 8783 7495). No danger areas are depicted on map. Along this and the third leg, we will be travelling along a military crest with the creek and ingress of En to our left (N). This will allow us to observe the creek from advantageous terrain and allow us to withdraw to the southern side of the military crest if needed to avoid En observation and fire. 100m before CP10, we will short halt. If necessary, I will conduct a leader’s recon with the pointman and Sec leader. At CP10, we will long halt. CP10 is high ground overlooking a large clearing to the S and Quantico Creek to E. Likely En LP/OP. If we make contact with En at site, BPT withdraw and I will call FSP target (AF1015) on CP10. BPT take follow-on action.
The third leg will take us SE (158 magnetic) 850m to CP9 (TH 8845 7445). We will cross the following danger areas with distance from CP10:

400m: Quantico Creek (TH 8810 7470)

100m before CP9, we will short halt. Two teams will take the hill, leaving the Assault team free for maneuver. At CP9, we will long halt. CP9 is high ground overlooking LZ Crow to S, 619 to E, and Quantico Creek to W and SW. Likely En LP/OP. If we make contact with En at site, BPT withdraw and I will call FSP target (AF1017) on CP9. BPT take follow-on action.
The fourth leg will take us SW (249 magnetic) 1200m to LZ Harrier (TH 8740 7380). We will cross the following danger areas with distance from CP9:

250m: Quantico Creek (TH 8825 7430)

Throughout patrol, ERP’s will be designated every 200-500m. 

If primary route becomes untenable or we are directed by higher, we will conduct alternate route. We will bypass CP’s as time requires.

Consolidation at all points is as follows

180 security: Aslt on 9-11, Support on 11-1, Security on 1-3

360 security: Aslt on 6-10, Support on 10-2, Security on 2-6


2. FSP. 


- Task. Disrupt likely En LP/OP’s and/or ambush sites.

- Purpose. IOT allow friendly patrols to maneuver, close with, and destroy En.

- Method.

	Target
	Trigger
	Location
	Observer
	Delivery System
	Attk Guidance
	Comm Net

	AF1016
	Visual
	TH 8740 7560
	PL/APL
	C Co 60mm
	HE/Quick
	Co Tac

	AF1015
	Visual
	TH 8783 7495
	PL/APL
	C Co 60mm
	HE/Quick
	Co Tac

	AF1017
	Visual
	TH 8845 7445
	PL/APL
	C Co 60mm
	HE/Quick
	Co Tac



- Effects. En IVO target suppressed for 3 minutes. 
c. Tasks


1st FT- You are the security unit. NLT 1130, interdict MRA forces IOT prevent them from interfering with humanitarian operations. Extract NLT 1500 out of LZ Harrier.


2nd FT- You are the supporting unit. NLT 1130, interdict MRA forces IOT prevent them from interfering with humanitarian operations. Extract NLT 1500 out of LZ Harier. BPT to be the aid & litter team.


3rd FT- You are the assault unit. NLT 1130, interdict MRA forces IOT prevent them from interfering with humanitarian operations. Extract NLT 1500 out of LZ Harrier. BPT to be the EPW team.

d. Coordinating Instructions


1. Timeline (subject to change)
	Time
	Event

	Prior to 0645
	Terrain model

	0700
	Leader’s Brief/Final Planning

	0715
	Brief

	0815
	Rehearsals

	0900
	PCC/PCI

	0930
	Depart

	NLT 1500
	Arrival at RRP (LZ Harrier)



2. Tactical Control Measures


Insert

TH 8560 7470 (LZ Peregrine)


Checkpoint 21
TH 8740 7560


Checkpoint 10
TH 8783 7495


Checkpoint 9
TH 8845 7445


Extract

TH 8740 7380 (LZ Harrier)


Checkpoint 99
TH 8770 7480 (alternate route)

Primary and Alternate Routes (All azimuths are magnetic)


Primary-

	
	Start
	Dist
	Mag Azimuth
	End
	Collecting
	Catching

	Leg 1
	AA/TH 8560 7470
	2000m
	73 deg
	CP21
	Rt 618
	Trail, South Fork Creek

	Leg 2
	CP21/TH 8740 7560
	750m
	161 deg
	CP10
	None
	Quantico Creek

	Leg 3
	CP10/TH 8783 7495
	850m
	158 deg
	CP9
	Quantico Creek
	Rt 619, LZ Crow

	Leg 4
	CP9/TH 8845 7445
	1200m
	249 deg
	LZ
	Quantico Creek
	MCB-1



Alternate-

	
	Start
	Dist
	Mag Azimuth
	End
	Collecting
	Catching

	Leg 1
	AA/TH 8560 7470
	2000m
	73 deg
	CP21
	Rt 618
	Trail, South Fork Creek

	Leg 2
	CP21/TH 8740 7560
	800m
	170 deg
	CP99
	None
	Large Clearing

	Leg 3
	CP99/TH 8770 7480
	1050m
	205 deg
	LZ
	Quantico Creek
	MCB-1


Helo Considerations

1. Each Marine will hand an individual ZAP card to the crew chief while boarding.

2. M16A4’s in Condition 1, M249’s in Condition 3 upon loading.
3. LZ Peregrine is bordered by Hangman Tree Road to the immediate E and MCB-1 to the S.
4. Secure LZ as follows:
- We will orient our landing position prior to landing with the pilot and crew chief.

- Pointman’s position will signify the 12 o’clock.
- Support team will flank the Pointman 10-12 and 12-2.

- Security team will split to cover the 9-10 and 2-3.

- Upon consolidation, o/o push into forested W side of LZ (across LZ from Hangman Tree Road) and form 360. 
- Support team will place security observing MCB-1 approaches.

- Await arrival of second stick and near/far recognition. 
5. PL, Security unit, and Support unit will board first stick. APL and Assault unit (with two M249 gunners) will board second stick. Lt. and/or Lt. will be bumped from first to second stick if necessary. APL will have two copies of the manifest of his stick for the MACO and crew chief.  
6. We will rehearse loading/unloading and providing security at the LZ. 
Assistant Patrol Leader

During prep for the patrol, supervise execution of the Timeline.

During conduct, supervise: flank security, casualty collection point, EPW collection point. Maintain personnel accountability and collect ACE reports from all leaders. Report consolidated report to me. Redistribute logistical items as required.

Radio Operator

Prior to departing friendly lines, preset channels and conduct comm checks with Plt CP, Co CP, Mortars, and Air Nets. Establish and maintain comm with Plt CP. Execute all required radio checks and reporting requirements per the CEOI. O/O transmit CASREP and SPOTREP. O/O report the patrol’s actions. 

Navigator

Keep point man oriented on the patrol route. Maximize terrain to identify En activity. Notify me when we arrive at designated checkpoints.

Pacer

Maintain accurate pace count throughout conduct of patrol. Notify Navigator and PL every 100m and 100m before reaching the checkpoints.
Aid & Litter Team

Treat, care, and transport friendly and enemy WIA. Report any significant change of WIA condition to APL. One pole-less litter.

EPW Team

Segregate, Search, safeguard, Tag, and Evacuate all EPW’s. Report any significant change of EPW condition to APL. Have 4 zip-ties.

Formation During Mvmt

Patrol will be organized into three elements: Security, Support, and Assault. I will designate formations during mvmt based on En situation and terrain. We will start in a modified sqd column with the security unit establishing flankers, an advanced unit of two Marines conducting recon 50-100m ahead of the main body, the supporting unit in a column, and the assault unit in a wedge to ensure rear security. 
En Route Rally Points

I will designate ERP’s every 100-200m using hand/arm signals. Point man and advanced element can suggest ERP’s based on distance traveled and advantageous terrain. I will either approve or disapprove these potential ERP’s. 

GO/NO-GO Criteria

GO: If 8 Marines are present, including a unit leader with radio, continue mission (criteria is based on minimum composition of first stick)
NO-GO: If not, abort mission via escape azimuth 180 to MCB 1 then head to LZ Harrier.
Lost Marine Plan

If separated during mvmt, wait 15 mins in place, then go back to last ERP. Wait 30 mins at ERP before leaving X at ERP made of conspicuous natural materials with a line at the base of the X indicating direction when leaving ERP. Head S to MCB 1 and re-orient to LZ Harrier. 

Priority of Rehearsals

1. Boarding/unloading Helo

2. Actions on LZ

3. Actions on contact

4. Break contact procedures

Actions on Enemy Contact

Hasty Ambush

First individual to spot the En:

1. Raises weapon in direction of En to signify direction and gives hand/arm signal for freeze.

2. Use standard hand/arm signal to signify size/type of element. If less than FT size, give specific # of En spotted by holding up number of fingers.

3. Wait for person receiving info to acknowledge by returning identical signal.

4. Sight back on weapon, then look at person being signaled and indicate distance by using fingers to show # of meters.
All individuals slowly take cover and observe assigned sector for security. I will indicate unit movement and initiate ambush.

Chance Contact

Immediate Assault

If a patrol member and En spot each other simultaneously, Marine will engage En, signaling contact to rest of patrol.


a. Contact Left/Right: return fire and establish superiority of fire. Initial unit to take contact is responsible for establishing initial base of fire. I will then call for unit to assault through the position, perform an action left or right, or to break contact.


b. Contact Rear: Form hasty defensive position to rear. BPT to take follow-on action O/O. 


c. Contact Front: Forward element returns immediate fire. BPT to take follow-on action O/O. 

Break Contact

Two long whistle blasts and return to last active ERP using cover and move. If pursued and unable to defend, go to next previous ERP. If withdrawing to the rear, conduct cover and move in buddy pairs. If withdrawing to left or right, cover and peel in pairs.  

Indirect Fire

Take immediate cover. After initial volley, O/O withdraw to either 5 or 7 o’clock from direction of mvmt to a position at least 50m away and suitable for defense/counter attack. 

Actions at Danger Areas
Linear

At sign of linear danger area, point halts patrol. I will move forward and confirm danger area and designate near/far side security. Two Marines from assault unit will move to establish near security. Security unit will cross and recon far side. Once secure, security unit ldr will signal to me. I will cross with RTO. APL directs remainder of crossing. APL and assault flankers move last. APL conducts moving headcount.
Cross-Compartment

Same as linear except patrol comes abreast of danger area and the security unit flankers, not assault unit, are on near security. I will cross with flankers, who will cover far side flanks.
Actions at Halts
Short

When patrol stops, patrol members react as if it is a short security halt. Patrol orients outboard, with each individual moving to nearest cover and taking a knee. Patrol ensures 360 security.

Long

I will inform patrol if long halt. Marines prone behind good cover and concealment. Those in center will move outward, forming an oval-shaped perimeter. 
Rules of Engagement

Nothing in these ROE will limit your right to take action in SELF-DEFENSE>


a. The CRF and MRA have been declared Hostile and may be attacked. His includes all CRF and MRA personnel and vehicles transporting the Enemy of Enemy Supplies.


b. Do not attack civilians unless they commit a hostile act or it is clear that they are about to commit a hostile act (hostile intent) against US Forces. If a civilian does nothing, they are not a threat and may not be attacked.


c. Treat all civilians and their property with respect and dignity.


d. Do not engage anyone who has surrendered or is out of battle due to sickness or wounds.


e. US forces may detain civilians for their own safety and the safety of American forces. However, they must be given the same treatment as EPW’s. If necessary, they may be restrained or left in an area where they will be collected by proper authorities.


f. Attack only combatants and military targets.


g. Spare civilian persons and objects


h. Restrict lethal force to what the mission requires. 

IV. Admin & Logistics
a. Admin


1. CASEVAC. Co Corpsman will be located at Co CP IVO TH 872 753. If we sustain casualty, we will contact higher and request either ground or air CASEVAC. If casualty sustained during assault, will be moved to 12 o’clock upon consolidation then follow CASEVAC plan as per casualties sustained during mvmt.

Ground: If casualty sustained during mvmt, we will move Priority and Urgent to nearest hardball rd (either 619 to E, MCB-1 to S, or 618) and link with CAAT conducting mounted patrols. Security unit will be responsible for navigation and security to the front and flanks, assault unit to the rear, and support will move the casualty. Once at link-up point, all units will establish 360 security. If time permits, we will continue with mission. Routine casualties will continue with mission if possible. 

Air: If casualty sustained during mvmt, we will move via most direct route to nearest LZ (Finch, Sparrow, Peregrine, Crow, or  Harrier). Same movement/security procedure as Ground CASEVAC.


2. EPW’s. EPW’s will be moved to last ERP and detained as per STRESS (Segregate, Safeguard, Search, Tag, Report, Evacuate). We will coordinate with higher to obtain ground assets to evacuate EPW’s. During mvmt, EPW’s will be between the Supporting and Assault units. In consolidation, EPW’s will be moved to 6 o’clock.
b. Logistics


In accordance with Warning Order, all Marines will have full camelback, two canteens, one chow, map, and compass. Ammo, radio, and batteries will be drawn prior to insert. Support unit will have 1 pole-less litter. Assault unit will have 4 flex-cuffs. 

V. Command & Signal
a. Signal

1. Primary comm: hand/arm signals

	Event
	Primary
	Alternate
	Tertiary

	Commence Fire
	PL initiates
	Contact
	Voice

	Cease Fire
	Voice
	Hand/Arm
	None

	Break Contact
	2 long whistle
	Voice
	None

	Immediate Assault
	Voice
	Hand/Arm
	None

	Consolidate
	Voice
	Hand/Arm
	None

	Action Left
	Voice (Lucy Liu)
	None
	None

	Action Right
	Voice (Roger Rabbit)
	None
	None


2. Radio:

Co Call Sign: Godfather

Co FiST: Godfather Mortars

Helo Call Sign: Nighthawk & Tail #

Sqd Call Sign: Charlie Four One

Reporting requirements: En Contact, Friendly KIA/WIA, EPW.

3. Near Recognition:

Challenge/Pass: Fire/Chair
Running: Sharp x3
Alternate: numbers adding to 7
4. Far Recognition: Iron Cross; on acknowledgement, close Iron Cross and move forward with arms together extended perpendicular to torso.

b. Command


1. Loc key ldrs: Plt Cmdr, Plt Sgt, Guide at CP IVO 872 753. APL between assault and supporting units. PL with supporting unit but I will move to points of friction. 

2. Succession of Cmd: APL, Support Unit Leader, Assault Unit Leader, Security Unit Leader. 
